LOUTH  MB. 


library 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HE  .LTHf  S 
INTERIM  REPORT  SUBSTITUTING  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1939 , 


OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  .  . 

W.J. Kerrigan, M. B. ,B.Ch. , B.A.O.  ,L.II. ,D.P.H. 
(appointed  1.10.39). 

Ralph  Morton, M, B. ,F.R,C.S.  Acting  M.O.H. 
(terminated  appointment  30.9.39). 


Sanitary  Inspector  &  Housing  Manager  - 

M.  Dowson,  A.R.San. I. ,M,R. I.P.H.H. 

Surveyor  -  J.  C.  Barber,  A. M.  INST,  ,11.  &  CTY.E. 

Meat,  Milk  and  Dairies  Inspector  -  J.  W.  Beaumont,  M.R.C.V.S. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  &  STATISTICS . 


Area . . . . . 281 2  acre 

Population  estimated  mid  1939 . 10190 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year.  .  .  .  . 34.37 

Rateable  value . . . £51*558 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate. . . . . . 0214 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS . 

Births.  (Live). 

M.  F  Total 

Legitimate  60  70  140 

Illegitimate  5  5 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population . 14 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  &  Wales . 15 


Still  Births  M  F 

2  2  =  Rate  per  1,000  of  all  Births  of  28. 

Corresponding  figure  for  England  &  Wales  . 59 

Deaths 

-  M  F 

Total  (corrected  for  Inward  &  Outward  Transfers)  82  73  =155. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  populat ion. . . .  .  .  1 5.  2. 

Corrected  "  11  "  "  "  "  “  . 11.4. 

Death  rate  for  England  &  Wales . 12.  i. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  (Total  4).... 28. 6  per  1,000 

(Live  births) 

«  «•  »  "  "  "  "England  &  Wales.  ...50  per 

1,000(Live  biths). 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . Nil. 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSER  OF  DEATH . 

Heart  Disease . * . 33 

Cancer . 30 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  12 

Influenza . 9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .  6 

Pneumonia . 0 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 5 

Cancer  increase, 


The  deaths  from  Cancer  show  an  increase  compared  with 
previous  ye  ars  for  which  no  cause  can  be  assigned. 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 


Under  1  year . 4 

1-5  years . . 4 

6-15  "  4 

16-60  "  37 

61-70  "  31 

70  &  upwards . 75 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Scarlet  Fever . 


Diphtheria 

Pneumonia. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

Erysipelas .  •  • 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  (Primary) . 


Pulmonary  8  adults  4  children 

Non  Pulmonary  1  adult  1  child 


.17 

102 

.10 

.  5 

. .  1 


Total 
14  cases. 


Notifications  of  Diphtheria  cases,  with  which  the  year 
began,  continued  in  spasmodic  numbers  until  a  total  of  25 
cases  occurred  up  to  the  beginning  of  September.  The 
magnitude  of  this  figure  is  more  relative  than  actual,  as 
will  be  understood  when  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  total 
Diphtheria  notifications  in  the  Borough,  for  the  10 
preceding  years  amcfunted  only  to  30,  and  in  the  preceding 
5  years  to  9  cases. 

From  the  beginning  of  September,  coinciding  with  the 
arrival  of  the  city  children  under  the  official  Evacuation 
Scheme,  it  was  noticed  the  notifications  were  increasing  ^ 
at  an  alarmingly  brisk  rate  until  steps  were  taken  to^  limit- 
the  outbreak  by  relief  of  overcrowding,  selective  swabbing, ^ 
isolation  of  contacts  and  particular  "carrier"  cases,  together 
with  other  routine  prophylactic  measures.  In  view  of  mo 
probable  low  immunity  rate  of  the  local  population,  select^vo 
swabbing  to  discover  "carriers",  was  considered  well  worth 
while. 


As  soon  os  it  was  practicable,  a  scheme  of  immunisation 
was  started  for  children  attending  the  Junior  schools  in  the 
Borough,  embracing  the  5  to  11  rye  ar  group.  The  occasion 
supplied  its  own  propaganda,  so  that  the  immediate  consent 
response  of  about  709o  was  considered  satisfactory.  No  Anti 
or  Post  Schick  Testing  was  done,  and  the  children  under  the 
age  of  8  were  given  two  doses  of  0.5  c.c.  A.P.T.  at  a  four 
weekly  interval  and  the  '8  -  11  group  were  given  the  usual 
3  doses  of  T.A.P. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  o 

Apart  from  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria,  the  other  records 
for  the  year  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory.  The 
statistics  which  provide  an  index  of  health  of  the  community 
are  quite  favourable  -  viz.  The  Death  Rates,  (general  and 
particular),  Infectious  Disea.se  Notifications,  ano.  the  ages 
at  Death,, 

A  brief  summary  is  appended  of  relevant  information 
shown  under 'the  Sub— Heads  as  directed  in  the  Ministry  oi 
Health  Circular,  1961. 


(SIGNED)  W,  J.  KERRIGAN.  ■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


S  ANITARY  G  IRCUI.IS  TANGES  . 


WATER 


No  change  sincQ  the  report  of  the  previous  year, 

6  samples  of  water  sent  from  the  Public  supply 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  bacteriologically 
and  chemically. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE 


New  lengths  of  sewer  laid . . 300  yards. 

NUISANCES 

176  abated.  155  of  these  by  informal  action, 

21  by  the  result  of  Statutory  Notice. 


HOUS ING 

New  houses  erected  luring  the  year . 82 

(a)  by  the  local  authority . 30 

(20  of  3  bedrooms,  and  10  of  2  bedrooms) 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons . 52 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES 


Total  number  inspected  for  defects . 480 

16  Houses  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation 
and  91  had  repairable  defects  requiring  attention. 
Of  these,  73  were  rendered  fit  by  informal  action, 
and  11  following  Statutory  Notices. 

38  houses  in  clearance  areas  were  demolished  during 
the  year. 

OTHER  HEADINGS . 


There  was  nothing  special  to  report 
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